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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the  year,  1957 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  present  my  16th  Annual  Report, 
that  is  for  the  year,  1957. 

This  has  been  a quiet  year  as  far  as  public  health  matters  are 
concerned  with  little  change  in  the  status  quo.  The  town  has  con- 
tinued to  expand  geographically,  with  many  new  houses  (294) 
during  the  year.  As  in  previous  years  they  are  mostly  occupied  by 
young  married  couples.  The  birth  rate  has  risen  once  more,  giving 
almost  700  new  babies  and  establishing  still  further  the  custom  for 
Billingham  of  new  house,  new  baby. 

There  were  no  serious  epidemics,  although  we  had  a few  cases 
of  poliomyelitis  arising  within  the  district.  The  September  wave 
cf  upper  respiratory  infections  coincided  with  the  Asian  influenza 
wave,  but  even  this  was  not  so  serious  as  was  expected.  Affecting 
school  children  and  adults  more  than  infants  it  produced 
nevertheless  some  cases  of  severe  illness  and  one  death,  although 
most  of  the  cases  were  mild. 

Unfortunately,  there  was  a further  decline  in  the  use  made  of 
the  welfare  clinic  services  provided  by  the  County  Council  coupled 
with  a rise  in  infant  deaths,  28  in  1957  compared  with  21  in  1956. 
Eleven  of  these  can  be  classified  as  preventable  and  were  due  to 
respiratory  disease.  If  Australia,  New  Zealand,  Holland  and 
London  can  eliminate  their  preventable  infant  deaths  we  should  do 
better  than  a rate  of  40  in  a town  where  the  standard  of  housing 
is  excellent  and  people  are  more  prosperous  than  ever  before. 

Vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  was  adopted  with  enthusiasm 
and  over  1,300  consent  forms  were  received  from  eligible  age  groups 
and  over  1,000  vaccinations  done. 
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Figures  for  the  distribution  of  National  Welfare  Foods  are  given 
below,  together  with  the  distribution  during  1956:  — 


National  Dried  Milk  (tins) 
Orange  Juice  (bottles)  ... 
Cod  Liver  Oil  (bottles)  . . . 
Vitamin  Tablets  (packets) 


1957 

1956 

9611 

10572 

— 

961 

24054 

18245 

+ 

5809 

2625 

2895 

— 

270 

1384 

1300 

+ 

84 

37674 

33012 

+ 

4662 

There  were  697  babies  born,  27  more  than  last  year. 


The  birth  rate  of  25.4  per  1,000  population  is  .1  higher  than 
last  year.  The  death  rate  of  8.8  per  1,000  is  1.1  higher  than  1956s 
and  the  majority  of  the  deaths  were  again  people  over  the  age  of  55, 


as  shown  below:  — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Under  1 year 

...  14 

14 

28 

1 — 4 years 

...  1 

2 

3 

5—14  ‘ ,, 

...  2 

— 

2 

15—24  ,, 

...  4 

1 

5 

25—34  ,, 

...  2 

3 

5 

35—44  ,, 

9 

5 

14 

45 — 54  , , 

...  19 

7 

26 

55—64  ,, 

...  26 

14 

40 

65  and  over 

...  61 

58 

119 

138 

104 

242 

During  the  year  there  were  697  births  and  22  still  births.  The 
ante-natal  clinics  were  attended  by  248  mothers  or  36%,  while  259 
babies  were  brought  to  the  infant  welfare  centres.  In  addition 
432  children  aged  1 to  5 years  attended. 


The  number  of  persons  on  the  register  at  all  clinics  was  1,130, 
compiled  as  follows:  — 


Billingham  Ante-Natal  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  184 

Havertcn  Hill  Ante-Natal  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  64 

Billingham  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  ...  ...  189 

Haverton  Hill  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  ...  ...  70 

Haverton  Hill  Child  Welfare  Clinic  (chil.  1-5  yrs.)  119 
Billingham  Child  Welfare  Clinic  (children 

1-5  years)  313 

Birth  Control  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Post  Natal  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Ultra  Violet  Ray  Clinic  ...  ...  106 


(-22) 
(-12) 
(-30) 
(-13) 
(-  2) 

(-34) 
( + 6) 
(-22) 
(-15) 


1130  (-144) 
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There  was  a fall  in  the  number  on  the  register  at  all  clinics 
except  the  Birth  Control  Clinic. 

Attendances  at  the  Clinics  were : — 


BILLINGHAM 

HAVERTON  HILL 

1957 

1956  Increase /Decrease 

1957 

1956  Increase/ Decrease 

Mothers 

870 

1,078 

— 208 

284 

357 

— 73 

Infants 

2,036 

1,694 

342  — 

552 

644 

— 92 

1-2  vrs. 

185 

235 

— 50 

78 

60 

18  — 

2-5  yrs. 

280 

399 

— 119 

123 

183 

— 60 

Totals 

3,371 

3,406 

— 35 

1,037 

1,244 

— 207 

These  figures  show  decreases  of  S3  at  Billingham  and  207  at 
Haverton  Hill  clinics  respectively,  a total  decrease  of  242.  The 
highest  fall  was  in  the  number  of  attendances  at  Billingham  Ante- 
Natal  Clinic.  There  was  an  increase  of  342  in  the  attendances  of 
infants  at  Billingham. 

At  the  Birth  Control  and  Post  Natal  clinics  there  were  103 
attendances,  a decrease  of  38  on  last  year. 

Attendances  at  the  Ultra  Violet  Ray  clinic  continued  to  fall, 
and  with  a figure  of  1,594  for  the  year  shows  a decrease  of  21 
on  last  year’s  figures  of  1,615. 

The  following  table  compares  the  number  of  births  with  the 
number  of  mothers  and  children  attending  the  ante-natal  and  child 
welfare  clinics,  also  the  rate  per  100  births  of  those  attending  the 
clinics  for  the  past  ten  years.  (Percentage  attendance). 


Year 

Births 

Attending 

Ante- 

Natal 

Clinic 

Rate 
per  100 

Attending 

Infant 

Clinic 

Rate 
per  100 

Attending 

Clinic 

1-5  years 

1948 

496 

348 

70 

262 

53 

531 

1949 

489 

340 

69 

266 

54 

562 

1950 

496 

298 

60 

251 

51 

541 

1951 

482 

332 

69 

287 

59 

537 

1952 

471 

317 

67 

273 

58 

592 

1953 

522 

344 

66 

274 

52 

585 

1954 

507 

290 

57 

237 

47 

534 

1955 

637 

334 

52 

302 

47 

515 

1956 

670 

282 

42 

302 

45 

468 

1957 

697 

248 

36 

259 

37 

432 

During  the  year  serious  concern  was  felt  about  the  state  of 
pollution  of  the  estuary  of  the  Tees  which  forms  our  southern  bound- 
ary. Samples  were  taken  in  October  and  showed  gross  pollution 
with  faecal  organisms  and  also  Salmonella.  Samples  of  sewage 
effluent  after  treatment  were  also  taken  and  samples  from  the  beck 
above  and  below  sewer  outfall. 
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Results  of  samples  taken  are  tabulated  below : — 

River  Tees — Tidal  Waters 

7.10.57 — Newport  Bridge — Coliform  bacilli  254, 000  per  litre 

,,  North  Tees  Power 

Station  — Coliform  bacilli  277,000  per  litre 

21.10.57  Newport  Bridge  — Coliform  bacilli  220,000)per  litre 

Cultures  yield : Salmonella  Newport) 

,,  North  Tees  Power 

Station  — Coliform  bacilli  250, 000  per  litre 


Claxton  Beck 

This  is  a small  beck  running  into  Greatham  Creek  and  event- 
ually into  the  tidal  waters  of  the  Tees.  The  samples  were  taken 
above  and  below  the  Sewerage  Treatment  Works:  — 

14.10.57  (A)  Claxton  Beck  above 

outfall  above  tidal 

reach  — Coliforjn  bacilli — 450,000  per  litre 

(B)  Claxton  Beck  below 

outfall  — Coliform  bacilli — 480,000  per  litre 

28.10.57  (A)  Claxton  Beck,  weir 

above  tidal  reach 

— Coliform  bacilli — 40,000  per  litre 
(B)  Claxton  Beck  sewer 
outfall  after  treat- 
ment — Coliform  bacilli — uncountable  litre 

These  figures  demonstrate  without  any  doubt  the  necessity  for 
sterilisation  of  sewage  effluent  before  discharge  into  rivers  or  tidal 
waters. 

Results  obtained  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service, 
Middlesbrough,  from  samples  of  sea  water  collected  from  a beach  a 
few  miles  from  the  Tees  estuary,  and  close  to  a sewage  outfall,  have 
given  varying  figures,  ranging  from  10,000  to  180,000  coliform 
bacilli / litre  for  samples  taken  on  the  same  day. 

Morbidity 

The  monthly  statistics  for  the  year  are  shown  below.  These 
give  a weekly  average  of  150.25  and  a monthly  average  of  651. 
The  worst  months  were  September  and  October  and  the  best  months 
April,  June  and  August  for  new  sickness  benefit  claims. 
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January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

Tune 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


655 

540 

564 
331 

565 
380 
457 
320 

1424 

1332 

613 

632 


7813 

i wish  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Mem- 
bers of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  continued  interest,  also  the 
staff  of  the  Health  Department  for  their  co-operation  and  willing 
assistance  throughout  the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

L.  R.  BENHAM. 


Staff  : — 

Medical  Officer  of  Health : 

Lalage  R.  Benham,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspectors: 

A.  H.  Rushworth,  C.R.S.H.,  F.A.P.H.I. 

Deputy  Public  Health  Inspector: 

R.  Love,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Pupil  Public  Health  Inspector: 

R.  E.  Lund. 

Clerks : 

G.  W.  Nickclls,  R.  Ingram,  D.  M.  Baker  and  A.  L.  Blane. 

Population 

The  resident  population  of  the  Urban  District  at  mid-year  was 
estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  at  27,430  and  my  figures  have 
been  calculated  on  this  basis. 

Births 

The  number  of  live  births  during  the  year  was  697,  comprising 
371  males  and  326  females,  an  increase  of  27  on  last  year.  There 
was  an  increase  of  38  males  and  a decrease  of  11  females. 

The  birth  rate  is  25.4  per  1,000  of  the  population.  Twenty- 
eight  births  (12  male  and  16  female)  were  illegitimate. 
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There  were  22  still  births,  12  male  and  10  female,  which  gives 
a still  birth  rate  of  BO. 6 per  1,000  total  births. 

Last  year  there  were  16  still  births  (4  males  and  12  females) 
and  a rate  of  17. 

Deaths 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  was  242  which  was  B6 
mere  than  in  1956.  There  were  138  males  and  104  females,  giving 
a death  rate  of  8.8  per  1,000  and,  of  this,  the  largest  incidence  was 
from : — 


Disease 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Coronary  Disease — Angina  ... 

20 

14 

34 

Neoplasms — various  sites 

36 

12 

48 

Heart  Diseases  ... 

11 

14 

25 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

7 

13 

20 

Pneumonia 

15 

5 

20 

Bronchitis 

10 

5 

15 

Infant  Deaths  Under  One  Year 

There  were  28  deaths  in  children  under  one  year  of  age  (14 
males  and  14  females).  The  infantile  death  rate  is  40.1  per  1,000 
live  births.  This  is  an  increase  of  8.8  on  the  1956  rate. 

Enfant  Deaths  Under  Four  Weeks 

Nineteen  children,  9 males  and  10  females,  died  under  four 
weeks  of  age. 

Comparison  of  Infantile  Death  Rate 

Billingham  40.1  England  and  Wales  23.0 

The  infantile  rate  for  Billingham  is  8.8  higher  than  last  year  and 
17.1  higher  than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 


Infant  deaths  under  one  day,  one  week,  one  month  and  one 
year,  were  as  follows : — 


j Disease 

1 day 
or 

under 

under 

one 

week 

under 

one 

month 

under 

one 

year 

Total 

Prematurity 

5 

2 

— 

— 

7 

Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

1 

3 

5 

10 

(includes  3 premature) 
Congenital  Conditions 

2 

4 

6 

Birth  Injury 

1 

4 

— 

— 

5 

Total : 

9 

7 

3 

9 

28 

6 


The  primary  cause  of  death  could  be  classified  as : — 


Prematurity 

10 

Respiratory 

7 

Congenital 

6 

Birth  Injury 

5 

The  following  table  shows  the  infantile  deaths  in  the  various 
wards  for  the  years  1957  and  1956.  The  infantile  mortality  rates  are 
also  given : — 


Ward 

Deaths 
1957  1956 

Births 

1957  1956 

I.M.  Rate 
1957  1956 

Wolviston 

o 

o 

1 

114 

147 

26.3 

6.7 

St.  Cuthbert’s  ... 

3 



39 

45 

76.9 

— 

Chiltons  ... 

4 

1 

53 

34 

75.5 

29.4 

Haverton  Hill  . . . 

7 

5 

135 

137 

51.9 

36.5 

Roseberry 

1 

2 

60 

57 

16.6 

35.1 

Cowpen 

1 

— 

49 

50 

20.4 

— 

Grange  ... 

7 

9 

202 

153 

34.6 

58.8 

Clarence  ... 

2 

3 

45 

47 

44.4 

63.8 

Total  

28 

21 

697 

670 

40.1 

31.3 

Still  Births 

There  were  22  still  births  in  the  area,  12  males  and  10  females, 
three  of  which  occurred  at  home.  They  were  located  in  the  following 
wards : — 

Wolviston 
Chiltons 
Haverton 
Roseberry 
Cowpen 
Grange 
Clarence 

Notifiable  Diseases 

Notifications  of  infectious  diseases  received  during  the  year  num- 
bered 302,  a decrease  of  387  on  1956  figures.  Pulmonary  tubercu- 
losis notifications  were  6 as  against  11  in  the  previous  year. 

Separate  figures  are  given  in  the  following  table,  which  also 
shows  the  number  notified  and  the  final  figures  after  correction. 
Notifications  received  during  1956  are  included  for  comparison 
Tuberculosis  notifications  are  dealt  with  separately. 


3 

1 

2 

5 

2 


Disease 

Notified 
1957  1956 

Corrected 
1957  1956 

Scarlet  Fever  

61 

24 

60 

23 

Measles 

206 

488 

206 

488 

Whooping  Cough 

10 

145 

10 

140 

Pneumonia 

3 

9 

3 

9 

Poliomyelitis — Paralytic 

6 

2 

6 

2 

Poliomyelitis — Non-Paralytic  ... 

1 

4 

— 

4 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

6 

— 

6 

— 

Erysipelas 

2 

3 

2 

3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Total: 

296 

678 

294 

672 

The  following  table  gives  the  infectious  disease  notifications  in 
the  different  age  groups : — 


Disease 

Under 

one 

Year 

Years 

Total 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5-9 

10-14 

15-24 

25- 

over 

Scarlet  Fever 



3 

5 

8 

8 

31 

4 

2 



61 

Measles 

9 

29 

32 

33 

22 

79 

2 

— 

206 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

— 

2 

3 

2 

1 

— 

_ 

— 

10 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — - 

— 

6 

— 

6 

Polio  (paralytic) 

Prd  i n 

1 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

JT  U11U 

(non-paralytic) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 



— 

1 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

Total : 

12 

34 

42 

44 

32 

112 

6 

10 

4 

296 

Scarlet  fever  notifications  (61)  show  an  increase  of  37  on  last 
year.  Thirty-five  cases  were  treated  at  home,  and  twenty-six 
admitted  to  hospital.  One  was  diagnosed  as  other  than  scarlet  fever. 

There  were  seven  cases  of  poliomyelitis  notified,  six  paralytic 
and  one  non-paralytic.  The  non-paralytic  case  was  not  confirmed. 
The  paralytic  cases  were  4 females,  three  aged  2 years  respectively, 
and  one  aged  1 year,  and  two  males,  one  aged  2 years  and  the  other 
8 months.  Four  were  admitted  to  hospital  and  confirmed  paralytic 
and  one  female  was  treated  at  home.  One  girl  (2  years)  was  not 
admitted  to  hospital  and  was  later  taken  to  Manchester  by  her 
mother,  but  returned  later.  She  has  since  died  from  cardiac  failure. 

The  following  notified  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital : — 


Scarlet  Fever 
Poliomyelitis  (P) 
Poliomyelitis  (N.P.) 
Measles  


•46 

4 

1 

1 
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Notification  Rate  per  1 ,000  Population 


Disease 

1957 

1956 

Scarlet  Fever  

2.22 

.91 

Whooping  Cough 

.36 

5’.  5 

Measles 

7.51 

18.5 

Pneumonia 

.11 

.34 

Vital  Statistics 

The  following  are  extracts  from  the  vital  statistics  supplied  by 


the  Registrar  General 

Births  Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

359 

310 

669 

Illegitimate 

12 

16 

28 

Still  Births 

371 

326 

697  = Birth  rate  of 
25,4  pier  1,0C 
population. 

Legitimate 

12 

9 

21 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

13 

9 

22  = Rate  of  30.6 
pfer  1,000 
total  births. 

Deaths 

139 

104 

243=  Rate  of  8.8 
per  1,000 

population. 

Infantile  Deaths 

Legitimate 

14 

13 

27 

Illegitimate  . . . 

— 

1 

1 

'14 

14 

28 

Deaths  of  Infants  Under 

Four  Weeks 

Legitimate 

9 

9 

18 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

1 

9 

10 

19 

Women  Dying  in  Consequence  of  Childbirth 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and  Abortion — 1 
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Male  Female  Total 


Causes  of  Death 


Coronary  Disease — Angina 

20 

14 

34 

Neoplasm — Lung,  Bronchus 

17 

1 

18 

Neoplasm — Stomach  

5 

2 

7 

Neoplasm — Breast 

— 

1 

1 

Neoplasm — Uterus  ... 

— 

8 

8 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 
Diseases 

14 

5 

19 

Heart  Diseases 

11 

14 

25 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

7 

13 

20 

Pneumonia 

15 

5 

20 

Bronchitis 

10 

5 

15 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 
System 



1 

1 

Diabetes 

— 

2 

2 

Influenza 

1 

— 

1 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

5 

2 

7 

Tuberculosis  (Other) 

1 



1 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic 

Diseases 

2 



2 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  ... 

1 

7 

8 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . . . 

2 

— 

2 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea... 

1 

— 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Hyperplasia  or  Prostate  

2 

— 

2 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and 

Abortion 

_ 

] 

1 

Congenital  Malformations  ... 

4 

2 

6 

Other  Defined  and  111  Defined 

Diseases 

11 

19 

30 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  ... 

4 

— 

4 

All  Other  Accidents 

4 

5 

9 

Suicide 

1 

1 

2 

139 

104 

243 
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Tuberculosis 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  notifications  of  pul- 
monary and  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  the  different  age  groups. 
Deaths  are  also  shown. 


Age 

Group 

NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

0-1 

1-4 

5-14 

1 

1 

1 

15-24 



3 

— 1 





1 — 

25-34 









1 



35-44 

45-54 

1 

1 

1 

1 

55-64 





— 

2 

— 



65-up 

— 

— 

— — 

1 

— 

— — 

Total : 

2 

4 

1 

4 

3 

1 

This  gives  a total  of  6 notifications  of  pulmonary  and  one  non- 
pulmonary,  as  against  11  and  nil  respectively  for  1956. 

There  were  7 pulmonary  and  one  non-pulmonary  deaths  com- 
pared with  one  pulmonary  death  last  year. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  131  pulmonary  cases 
on  the  register,  75  males  and  56  females.  The  figures  at  the  end  of 
the  year  are  77  males  and  60  females,  with  a total  of  137  as  shown 
below : — 


1st  January,  1957 
ADD: 

New  notifications 
Transfers  into  area 


M.  F. 

LESS: 

Removed  ...  2 2 
Died  ...  4 3 


Males  Females 

75  56 

2 4 

6 5 

83  65 

6 3 


60 
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Pulmonary  Tubercloses — New  Cases 

Notifications  of  new  cases  are  shown  in  the  various  age  groups 
in  the  table  below : — 


Any  Period 

1957 

1956 

1-  4 

1 

1 

5-14 

— 

— 

15-24 

3 

2 

25-34 

— 

2 

35-44 

— 

1 

45-54 

2 

1 

55-64 

— 

3 

65-up 

— 

1 

Total : 

6 

11 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  deaths  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  and  the  new  cases  notified  for  the  last  ten  years : — 


Year 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

1948 

16 

13 

1949 

21 

3 

1950 

14 

6 

1951 

17 

5 

1952 

14 

2 

1953 

19 

1 

1954 

19 

1 

1955 

8 

3 

1956 

11 

1 

1957 

6 

7 

Mass  Radiography  Unit 

The  Mass  X-Ray  Unit  visited  the  Billingham  / Stockton  Joint 
Technical  College,  Billingham,  from  1st  to  8th  February  and  1,054 
films  were  taken. 

Food  Poisoning 

In  February  six  female  employees  at  a local  factory  were  sent 
home  as  suspected  food  poisoning  after  using  one  of  the  canteens. 

They  were  all  minor  cases  and  were  back  at  work  the  next  day. 
In  addition  to  these  there  were  eight  to  ten  cases,  minor  in  their 
nature,  and  therefore  not  reported.  Two  of  the  cases  were  treated 
by  their  own  doctors  who  certified  the  sickness  as  enteritis. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria  continued  to  be  popular,  and 
with  the  exception  of  the  period  mid-June  to  mid-September  when 
only  a reduced  number  of  injections  were  given,  the  scheme  was 
pressed  with  energy. 
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The  number  of  children  immunised  in  the  age  groups  0 to  4 and 
5 to  15  at  the  end  of  the  year  were : — 

0 to  4 years  — of  3,070  children,  2,233  were  immunised 

= 72.7% 

5 to  15  years  — of  4,949  children,  4,684  were  immunised 

= 94.6% 

There  were  8,019  children  in  the  area  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
and  of  these,  6,917  had  been  immunised.  This  gives  a percentage 
of  86.2  as  compared  with  87%  last  year. 

At  3 1st  December  a third  or  boosting  dose  had  been  given  to 
5,650  children  out  of  a total  of  6,794  who  were  due  for  the  dose. 
This  equals  83.1%  or  1.2%  higher  than  last  year. 

In  addition  3,829  children  out  of  a total  of  5,067  who  were, 
or  shortly  would  have  been  due  to  receive  a fourth  injection,  have 
been  immunised.  This  equals  75.5%  or  .8%  lower  than  last  year. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  injections  carried  out 
during  the  year,  together  with  the  places  where  they  were  given : — 


1st 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

5th 

Total 

Homes 

202 

203 

374 

155 



934 

Surgeries 

397 

399 

109 

52 

23 

980 

Schools 

9 

■ — 

57 

273 

140 

479 

Totals  : 

608 

602 

540 

480 

163 

2393 

Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 

During  the  year  a total  of  1,086  children  were  given  two 
injections  of  British  vaccine,  and  the  following  table  gives  the  num- 
ber under  years  and  sexes.  In  1956,  218  children  also  received 
protection  and  these  figures  are  shown  in  brackets  with  the  total 
number  vaccinated  up  to  31st  December,  1957. 


^ear  of 
Birth 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

1957  (1956) 

1957  (1956) 

1957  (1956) 

Total 

1947 

73 

( 

15) 

95 

( 

18) 

168 

( 

33) 

201 

1948 

63 

( 

10) 

88 

( 

15) 

151 

( 

25) 

176 

1949 

90 

( 

9) 

103 

( 

9) 

193 

( 

18) 

211 

1950 

82 

( 

7) 

75 

( 

9) 

157 

( 

16) 

173 

1951 

54 

( 

15) 

53 

( 

12) 

107 

c 

27) 

134 

1952 

50 

( 

22) 

53 

( 

11) 

103 

( 

33) 

136 

1953 

60 

( 

21) 

66 

( 

19) 

126 

( 

40) 

166 

1954 

49 

( 

14) 

31 

( 

11) 

80 

( 

25) 

105 

1955 

— 

( 

-) 

* — 

( 

-) 

— 

( 

-) 

— 

1956 

1 

( 

1) 

— 

( 

-) 

1 

( 

1) 

2 

Totals: 

522 

(114) 

564 

(104) 

1086 

(218) 

1304 

13 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  98  children  (53  males  and 
45  females)  who  had  received  the  first  injection  and  would  be  due 
for  the  second  in  January. 

Vaccination 

During  the  year  253  vaccinations  and  43  re-vaccinations  against 
smallpox  were  carried  out  by  the  general  practitioners  in  the  area. 
Details  are  as  follows:  — 


Age 

Vaccinated 

Re-Vaccinated 

Under  1 year 

179 



1 year 

5 

— 

2-  4 years 

6 

2 

5-14  years 

19 

4 

15  & over 

44 

37 

Totals : 

253 

43 

The  Nursery,  Tame  Street,  Haverton  Hill 


A table  showing  the  attendances  is  given  below : — 


Month 

Days 

open 

Total 

attendances 

Daily 

average 

Daily 

maximum 

January 

22 

314 

14.3 

16 

February 

20 

203 

10.1 

14 

March 

21 

173 

8.2 

11 

April 

20 

240 

12 

14 

May 

23 

313 

13.6 

15 

June 

19 

308 

16.2 

19 

Ju'y 

23 

345 

15 

17 

August 

17 

239 

14.1 

18 

September 

21 

241 

11.5 

17 

October 

23 

438 

19.1 

22 

November 

21 

380 

18.1 

22 

December 

20 

355 

17.7 

19 

Attendances  show  a decided  increase  in  the  last  three  months. 
The  health  of  the  children  remains  good  and  the  nursery  serves  a 
very  useful  purpose. 
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Council  Offices, 

Haverton  Hill, 

June,  1958. 

SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  FOR  1957 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  herewith  my  thirty-second  annual  report  on 
matters  which  come  within  the  scope  of  my  department.  As  will 
be  seen  from  the  body  of  the  report  work  has  followed  normal  lines 
with  some  emphasis  on  food  hygiene  to  implement  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  1955. 

The  various  sections  are  dealt  with  in  appropriate  detail  which 
I hope  will  convey  a general  idea  of  the  various  measures  taken  to 
safeguard  health  and  improve  environmental  conditions.  Our  work, 
which  is  varied  and  most  interesting,  brings  us  into  contact  with 
every  section  of  the  community  about  a wide  variety  of  matters. 

Numerous  Acts  and  Orders  affect  our  work,  but  we  endeavour 
to  achieve  cur  object  by  good  will  and  co-operation  rather  than  by 
compulsion,  and  it  is  really  surprising  what  can  be  done  by  this 
method  of  approach.  This  year  the  Rent  Act  1957  came  into 
operation. 

During  the  year  staff  changes  occurred.  A senior  clerk  resigned 
and  instead  of  filling  the  post  a pupil  Public  Health  Inspector  was 
appointed  with  the  idea  that  in  due  course  he  will  be  useful  on 
outside  duties.  With  the  shortage  of  Inspectors  it  may  not  have 
been  possible  to  obtain  a qualified  person.  The  post  of  shorthand 
typist  also  became  vacant  but  we  were  fortunate  in  obtaining  a 
competent  replacement. 

In  all  this  work  and  change  the  help  and  consideration  shown 
by  the  Council  in  general  and  by  the  chairman  and  members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee  in  particular  is  much  appreciated.  Finally, 
I wish  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  members  of  my  staff  for 
their  loyal  and  willing  co-operation. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  H,  RUSHWORTH, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE  AND 


OTHER  DETAILS 

Allotments  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Complaints  investigated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  732 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Drains  tested  or  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Dwellinghouses  under  Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  75 

Dwellinghouses  under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  ...  187 

Dwellinghouses  under  Housing  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Food  Poisoning  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Food  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  148 

Interviews  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  123 

Meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  452 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Offensive  Accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2(3 

Premises  under  Notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  274 

Public  Baths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2*9 

Rats  and  Mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Refugee  Hostel  8 

Refuse  Collection  233 

Refuse  Disposal  146 

Rent  Act,  1957  ...  7 

Restaurants  and  Canteens  (3 

Schools  ...  4 

Shops  (Food  Hygiene  and  Shops  Act)  ...  ...  ...  304 

Smoke  Observations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,262 

Stables  and  Piggeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Street  Vendors  and  Hawkers’  Carts  ...  ...  ...  3 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Theatres  and  Places  of  Entertainment  ...  ...  ...  2 

Verminous  and  Dirty  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Water  samples  obtained  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Water  samples  from  Public  Baths  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Water  supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

W orks  in  progress  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

NUMBER  AND  TYPE  OF  NOTICES 

Informal  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  297 

Informal  notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  280 

Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 
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SUMMARY  OF  NUISANCES  ABATED  AND  DEFECTS 

REMEDIED 

HOUSES 

Defective  roofs 

,,  eavesgutters  and  fall  pipes 

, , plasterwork  ... 

,,  ceilings 

, , floors 

,,  water  pipes  and  water  taps  

,,  doors 

,,  window  frames 

,,  cords  to  windows 

, , walls 

, , fireplaces  

, , yard  surfaces  

,,  sinks  and  waste  pipes 

,,  skirting  boards  


3 

5 

2 

1 

3 

4 
2 

3 

5 

4 
2 
1 
2 
1 


MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS 


Defective  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  water  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Dust  bins  provided  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  802 

Blocked  drains  and  sink  pipes  cleared  ...  ...  ...  357 

Verminous  premises  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Books  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 


HOUSING 

The  principal  item  of  interest  in  connection  with  housing  has 
been  the  Council’s  decision  to  suspend  building  operations  when 
the  bank  rate  was  raised  to  7%.  It  was  considered  that  building 
at  this  rate  of  interest  would  make  rents  too  high  for  the  average 
person.  Otherwise,  building  was  progressing  at  a steady  rate  and 
during  the  year  297  Council  and  25  private  houses  were  built.  This 
compares  with  357  and  31  for  the  previous  year.  Attention  to  older 
property  has  resulted  in  repairs  being  done,  1 individual  insanitary 
house  demolished,  and  10  houses  in  a clearance  area  likewise 
demolished. 

There  have  been  3 applications  for  improvement  grants  under 
the  1949  Act,  making  a total  of  16  since  the  scheme  began. 

This  year  the  very  controversial  Rent  Act  came  into  operation. 
Discounting  the  heated  arguments  provoked  by  the  proposal  to 
raise  rents,  it  is  clear  that  1939  rents  would  not  permit  repairs  being 
done  at  1957  prices  which  can  be  conservatively  estimated  at  three 
times  pre-war  rates.  Calm  reflection  on  this  measure  will  no  doubt 
indicate  that  a large  amount  of  repair  work  is  being  done  despite  the 
lengthy  and  involved  procedure  prescribed.  Possibly,  one  of  the 
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weakest  features  is  the  responsibility  placed  on  tenants  to  indicate 
what  repairs  are  needed.  This  is  apparent  on  examining  G Forms 
which  is  a copy  of  the  list  of  repairs  served  on  the  landlord.  In 
your  area,  however,  the  repercussions  have  been  veiy  slight,  in  fact, 
at  the  year  end  only  3 applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair  had 
been  received.  This,  no  doubt,  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  great 
majority  of  houses  are  owned  by  the  Council  and  I.C.I.  Ltd.,  and 
the  proportion  of  other  rented  property  is  very  small. 

Plans  for  commencing  building  when  interest  rates  are  more 
favourable  have  been  made.  The  “ Radburn  ” principle  is  to  be 
used  on  what  is  known  as  the  Low  Grange  Estate.  The  idea  is  to 
give  greater  safety  to  pedestrians  and  to  create  a departure  from 
the  obvious  “ council  houses  ” type  of  development. 

OVERCROWDING 

A complete  overcrowding  survey  has  not  been  made  since  1952 
but  the  lists  prepared  at  that  time  have  been  reviewed  at  intervals 
of  six  months.  Known  cases  remain  at  8. 


CARAVANS 


This  type  of  dwelling  does  not  create  a problem.  Except  for 
caravans  which  are  used  by  mobile  workers  on  local  contract  work, 
only  two  are  in  use  until  a house  is  available. 


WATER 


Water  is  supplied  through  the  area  by  the  Tees  Valley  Water 
Board.  The  supply  is  unrestricted  and  is  of  good  and  wholesome 
quality. 


During  the  year  a complaint  was  received  from  the  tenant  of  a 
dwelling  house  that  the  water  was  unfit  for  drinking  purposes.  A 
sample  was  subjected  to  full  analysis  which  indicated  that  the  supply 
was  completely  satisfactory. 

The  Board  has  kindly  supplied  the  usual  data  and  results  of 
bacteriological  examination  which  is  as  follows:  — 


Colony  count  per  ml.  on  agar  after 

1 day  at  37°C. 

Colony  count  per  ml.  on  agar  after 

2 days  at  37°C. 

Colony  count  per  ml.  on  agar  after 

3 days  at  20°C. 

Percentage  of  samples  giving  a Presumptive 
Coliform  reaction  per  100  ml. 

Percentage  of  samples  giving  B.  Coli  (Type  1) 
in  100  ml. 


Ave. 

Max. 

Min 

13 

36 

5 

17 

48 

6 

10 

25 

1 

0.4 


0.4 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


Progress  is  being  maintained  regarding  sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal.  The  laying  of  30"  to  70"  sewers  and  extension  of  the 
sewage  disposal  works  were  virtually  completed  by  the  year  end. 
This  will  allow  for  development  in  the  Roseberry  area.  West  of 
A.  19  a 27"  to  30"  storm  water  relief  sewer  has  been  put  in  which 
will  permit  development  in  the  Whitehouse  Road  area. 

The  scheme  for  Cowpen  Bewley  has  made  some  progress  and 
in  the  coming  year  the  existing  sewer  outfall  may  be  picked  up  by 
a pumping  station  and  put  into  the  high  level  sewer  connected  to  the 
sewage  works.  This  will  allow  the  few  remaining  privy  middens 
to  be  converted  to  the  water  carriage  system. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

The  number  and  type  of  conveniences  attached  to  private  houses 
and  shops  is  given  below : — 

Privies 33 

Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  8,937 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Detailed  reports  on  refuse  collection  and  disposal  and  the  sal- 
vage of  waste  materials  are  attached  to  this  report. 

BAKEHOUSES 

The  number  of  bakehouses  is  reduced  to  5 as  one  business  has 
been  discontinued.  Existing  premises  have  been  inspected  and  a 
good  standard  of  cleanliness  is  observed. 

SHOPS 

The  number  and  type  of  shops  is  detailed  below : — 


Food  Shops 

Fried  Fish  and  Chips  ...  ...  15 

Wet  Fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Grocers  and  General  Dealers  ...  62 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  12 

Bread  and  Cakes  ...  ...  ...  12 

Sweets,  etc  26 


149 

Other  Shops  71 


Total  ...  220 
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In  the  past  year  attention  has  been  given  to  the  question  of 
closing  hours  by  inspections  made  between  9-10  p.m.,  mostly  on 
Friday  evenings,  with  a view  to  curtailing  the  activities  of  tradesmen 
doing  business  on  the  new  estates  after  closing  hours.  This  is  not 
only  unfair  competition  but  quite  unnecessary.  On  he  whole  the 
practice  has  been  reduced  to  an  occasional  offence  by  the  odd  trader. 
An  instance  of  this  occurred  during  a spell  of  hot  weather  when 
butchers  were  delivering  rather  late  on  Friday  evening  to  meet  the 
wish  of  customers.  Generally,  shops  close  between  5-6  p.m.  as 
there  seems  little  need  to  stay  open  until  later. 

I have  previously  pointed  out  that  enforcing  closing  hours  is 
quite  complicated  and  unfortunately  the  Shops  Bill  introduced  last 
year  was  withdrawn.  Procedure  would  have  been  simplified  and 
closing  hours  reduced  by  one  hour. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
A.  Milk 

Except  for  a very  small  quantity,  milk  is  retailed  by  two  Co- 
operative Societies  and  one  private  firm.  All  milk  is  pasteurised 
or  sterilised  apart  from  a small  quantity  of  T.T.  raw  milk.  Pro- 
cessing is  done  in  adjoining  towns. 

Details  of  licences  granted  and  premises  registered  are  given 
below : — 


“ Tuberculin  Tested  ” ...  ...  ...  5 

“ Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  ” ...  3 

“ Tuberculin  Tested  (Sterilised)  ” ...  1 

“ Pasteurised  ” ...  ...  ...  12 

“ Sterilised  ” ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Register  of  premises  used  as  dairies  ...  2 

Register  of  retail  purveyors  of  milk  ...  17 


B.  Meat 

There  are  four  small  private  slaughterhouses  in  which  slaughter- 
ing is  done  on  one  or  two  days  each  week  to  meet  the  needs  of 
individual  butchers.  Top  quality  animals  are  slaughtered  and  this 
is  reflected  in  the  small  amount  of  meat  condemned.  The  following 
statement  indicates  the  number  of  animals  dealt  with  and  the  result 
of  inspections:  — 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in 
part 


Cattle 

ex- 

cluding 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

363 

4 

3 

1067 

63 

Number  inspected 

363 

4 

3 

1067 

63 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

49 

1 

13 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

13.47 

25.0 

1.31 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

11 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

3.03 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by 
refrigeration 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 
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C.  Other  Foods 


As  mentioned  in  last  year’s  report  the  Food  Hygiene  Regula- 
tions, 1955,  came  into  operation  and  an  inspection  of  all  food  shops 
was  commenced.  On  completion  of  this  work  a report  was  made 
and  the  following  is  an  extract  therefrom : — 

*'  133  notices  have  been  issued,  details  of  which  are  as 
follows : — 


Provide  wash  hand  basin  39 

Provide  sink  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Provide  hot  water  to  wash  hand  basin  21 

Provide  hot  water  to  sink  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Provide  alternative  means  of  heating  water  ...  28 

Provide  accommodation  for  clothes  ...  ...  ...  34 

Provide  first  aid  materials  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Provide  washing  materials  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Structural  repairs  and  alterations  14 

Ventilation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Re-decoration  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Cleanliness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Smoking  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Protection  of  Food  10 

Covering  or  repair  of  tables,  etc 19 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

W.C.  repairs  and  re-decoration  42 

Remove  extraneous  materials  ...  ...  ...  12 

Notices  re  hand-washing  ...  ...  ...  ...  103 

Refuse  Storage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Vehicles — washing  facilities  ...  ...  ...  3 

Vehicles — name  and  address  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 ” 


Much  of  this  work  was  put  in  hand  immediately  and  clearly 
shopkeepers  were  anxious  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  regula- 
tions in  the  spirit  as  well  as  the  letter  of  the  law.  As  a point  of 
interest  the  item  which  caused  most  concern  and  no  little  resentment 
was  the  simplest.  This  is  where  a notice  regarding  hand  washing 
is  required  after  visiting  the  toilet  and  some  traders  were  inclined 
to  regard  it  as  a personal  affront.  However,  a quiet  word  of  explana- 
tion was  accepted  and  on  the  whole  our  relationship  with  shop- 
keepers was  most  cordial. 

The  number  and  type  of  food  premises  registered  under  Section 
16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  is  given  below:  — 


Prepacked  ice  cream  ... 

46 

Preserved  foods 

15 

Fried  fish 

15 

Foodstuffs  in  general  received  attention  and  as  a result  the 
following  goods  were  condemned:  — 


Miscellaneous  Foodstuffs 
Miscellaneous  Foodstuffs 
Bacon  and  Ham 
Sausage 

Pressed  Beef,  etc. 
Tongue 
Jam,  etc. 

Cheese 


479  tins 
38  pkts. 
333J  lbs. 
64  lbs. 
202f  lbs. 
164J  lbs. 
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lbs. 

lbs. 


Fruit,  etc 

37  jars 

Flour,  oatmeal,  etc.  ... 

...  59 J lbs. 

Cake  

...  53  lbs. 

Fats 

15 J lbs. 

Fish  

...  101  lbs. 

D.  Adulteration 

Sixteen  samples  submitted  to 

the  Public 

Analyst  were  of 

genuine  quality. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOL 

Attendance  figures  indicate  the 

use  made  of  facilities  provided 

at  the  Public  Baths. 

1956 

1957 

General  Public 

. . 68,450 

66,629 

Use  of  Slipper  Baths 

2,312 

1,566 

Brine  Baths 
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11 

Private  Sessions  ... 

2,050 

1,854 

Foam  Baths 

4 

2 

The  reduced  attendances  is  due  to  the  Baths  being  closed  during 

Januarv  for  complete  re-decoration  and  repair. 

A short  period  of 

closure  occurred  due  to  failure  of 

the  boilers 

which  are  to  be 

renewed. 

Samples  of  water  taken  after  heavy  bathing  loads  showed  a 
high  degree  of  bacterial  purity. 


AIR  POLLUTION 

Nationally,  this  problem  has  attracted  considerable  attention. 
More  sections  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  came  into  operation  and 
the  members  of  a Clean  Air  Council  were  appointed.  A number  of 
districts  have  made  bye-laws  regarding  the  installation  of  solid 
smokeless  fuel  appliances  and  in  some  areas  smoke  control  areas  are 
proposed,  but  many  years  will  pass  before  that  desirable  state  sug- 
gested in  the  following  lines  from  “ Smokeless  Air  ” will  arrive: 


23 


“ Ships,  towers,  domes,  theatres  and  temples  lie 
Open  unto  the  fields  and  to  the  sky; 

All  bright  and  glittering  in  the  smokeless  air.” 

Nevertheless,  a beginning  has  been  made  and  before  the  London 
smog  ” disaster  of  1952,  who  would  have  predicted  that  a Clean 
Air  Act  would  be  passed  ? 

In  your  area  a sub-committee  has  been  appointed  to  consider 
the  Act  and  the  possibility  of  making  a smoke  control  area.  In  the 
latter  respect,  householders  will  have  to  be  convinced  of  the  need  to 
burn  smokeless  fuel,  particularly  in  an  industrial  area.  Considering 
coal  consumption  as  a whole  it  is  generally  acknowledged  that  tht 
domestic  fire  is  responsible  for  50%  of  the  total  pollution  simply 
due  to  the  very  inefficient  method  of  combustion.  This  percentage 
may  not  apply  in  industrial  areas  but,  surely,  where  the  air  is  more 
heavily  polluted  it  should  be  all  the  more  necessary  to  reduce 
pollution  from  every  possible  source.  The  average  householder  may 
need  some  convincing  that  his  chimney  is  a contributory  factor  but 
deposits  in  residential  areas  which  vary  between  an  average  of  10 
and  19  tons  per  month  could  very  well  be  reduced.  Taking  an 
optimistic  view  I am  inclined  to  believe  there  is  a growing  aware- 
ness of  the  need  to  reduce  this  largely  unnecessary  evil.  The 
economic  factor  with  coal  at  over  8/-  per  cwt.  is  not  without  some 
bearing  on  the  matter. 

Coming  now  to  the  problem  of  industrial  pollution,  the  custo- 
mary attention  has  been  given  thereto,  and  as  an  overall  problem 
I would  say  that  smoke,  as  such,  is  not  the  chief  concern.  Ever 
dust  and  grit  depositions  have  not  increased  to  any  great  extent 
despite  greatly  increased  coal  consumption.  The  main  problem 
seems  now  to  consist  of  “ fog  ” conditions  caused  by  fume  and 
vapour  emissions,  particularly  during  certain  weather  conditions 
Even  slight  emissions  of  ammonia  and  acid  combine  to  make  an  arti- 
ficial fog  which  is  added  to  by  emissions  from  cooling  towers  and 
water  vapour  from  other  sources.  With  adverse  damp  weather  the 
overall  conditions  are  grim,  at  times  further  aggravated  by  certain 
smells  which  have  given  concern  to  neighbouring  authorities.  Repre- 
sentations have  been  made  to  the  firm  concerned  and  ways  and 
means  are  being  considered  as  to  how  best  improvement  can  be 
brought  about.  A very  friendly  relationship  exists  between  senior 
olficials  of  the  firm  and  my  department  and  I am  afforded  every 
facility  for  making  any  necessary  enquiries. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  principal  sources  of  emissions  with 
notes  thereon:  — 

( 1 ) Pulverised  fuel  boilers.  There  is  little  change  on  this  plant. 

Conditions  remain  the  same  except  that  coal  burnt  has  again 
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increased  to  meet  factory  requirements.  Possibly  the  one 
major  improvement  which  could  be  looked  for  on  this  plant 
would  be  to  replace  the  wet  washing  process  for  gases  on 
one  set  of  boilers  with  a dry  system  coupled  with  higher 
chimneys.  This  would  be  expensive. 

Cement  Works.  Attention  to  the  precipitators  has  helped 
to  maintain  efficiency  in  dust  removal  and  a new  type 
cyclone  is  to  be  experimented  with  which  may  lead  to  better 
dust  removal  conditions. 

Coke  Ovens.  The  rebuilding  programme  is  completed  but 
there  are  times  when  conditions  are  not  good  but  this  seems 
common  to  plants  of  this  kind. 

Water  Gas  Plant.  Cyclones  appear  to  control  emission 
within  reasonable  limits. 

C.C.F.  Plant.  Continued  enquiries  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  this  plant  have  failed  to  support  complaints  commonly 
attributed  thereto.  A dense  water  vapour  emission  no  doubt 
gives  cause  for  some  concern  and  it  is  difficult  to  convince 
residents  that  the  emissions  contain  little  solid  matter.  Com- 
plaints of  dust  and  grit  are  most  likely  caused  by  plants  (1)', 
(3),  (4),  above. 

Nitro-Chalk  Plant.  Again,  this  plant  has  given  no  cause 
for  complaint. 

Anhydrite  Dust.  The  foreshadowed  plans  for  improving 
conditions  here  did  not  materialise  due  to  high  cost  of  the 
scheme  proposed,  but  it  is  hoped  to  put  in  a modified  plan. 

Amines  Plant.  Emissions  from  this  plant  have  not  been 
numerous  and  the  standing  arrangement  whereby  my 
department  contact  the  plant  management  direct  when  there 
is  cause  for  complaint  has  continued.  This  kind  of  liaison 
is  very  useful. 

Improvements  to  prevent  emissions  are  being  made  at 
a cost  of  some  £30,000. 

Sulphuric  Acid  Plant.  Isolated  occasions  have  occurred 
when  acid  has  been  emitted  for  short  periods  due  to  some 
fault  occurring  on  the  plant.  In  this  case  also  good  rela- 
tions exist  with  the  plant  management  and  we  are  kept 
informed  of  any  mishap  which  may  cause  annoyance. 

Paint  Pigment  Process.  The  proposals  outlined  in  last 
year’s  report  to  reduce  acid  emissions,  namely,  the  pro- 
vision of  a new  wash  tower,  new  fans,  50%  increase  in 
electrostatic  precipitators  and  a 200  ft.  high  stack  are  pro- 
gressing favourably. 


(11)  Electricity  Power  Station.  The  new  power  station  has 
given  very  satisfactory  conditions,  as  most  of  the  time  emis- 
sions consist  of  a light  haze.  The  older  station  has  not  been 
such  a persistent  offender  as  in  previous  years. 

Measurement  of  pollution  has  continued  by  means  of  1 1 standard 
deposit  gauges  and  6 lead  peroxide  instruments.  The  data  obtained 
is  given  below  with  the  area  divided  into  3 appropriate  categories. 
During  the  year  some  slight  re-arrangement  of  sites  has  been  made 
by  transferring  2 gauges  and  1 peroxide  instrument  to  the  Rose- 
berry  Estate  to  establish  the  level  of  pollution  before  a new  works 
north  east  of  this  area  are  built. 

STANDARD  DEPOSIT  GAUGES 
STATEMENT  OF  THE  TOTALS  AND  MONTHLY  AVERAGES 
Years  1947—1957 


Site  of  Gauge 

No.  of 
months 

Year 

Total  Solids  Collected 
(Tons  per  sq.  mile) 

Rainfall  ; 

(Inches) 

Total 

Average 

Total 

Average 

INDUSTRIAL 

Crawfords  Shop 

4 

1947 

1039.89 

259.77 

4.665 

1.166 

12 

1948 

2628.57 

219.05 

19.438 

1.62 

12 

1949 

1896.49 

158.04 

14.096 

1.17 

11 

1950 

1615.49 

146.86 

24.590 

2.23 

10 

1951 

1843.10 

184.31 

24.79 

2.47 

11 

1952 

1304.99 

118.63 

16.155 

1.468 

9 

1953 

1300.72 

144.52 

9. 

637 

1.07 

11 

1954 

1673.82 

152.16 

20.40 

1.85 

10 

1955 

1316.24 

131.62 

13.47 

1.34 

12 

1956 

1480.48 

123.37 

20.39 

1.69 

10 

1957 

1310.26 

131.02 

16.24 

1.62 

Council  Offices 

3 

1947 

226.21 

88.73 

4.093 

1.364 

12 

1948 

1170.73 

97.56 

19.688 

1.64 

12 

1949 

1127.76 

82.06 

14.531 

1.21 

11 

1950 

918.16 

83.47 

24.238 

2.2 

11 

1951 

951.92 

86.54 

27.585 

2.5 

10 

1952 

750.58 

75.05 

12.403 

1.24 

12 

1953 

1013.84 

84.49 

15.353 

1.28 

11 

1954 

855.12 

77.73 

24.33 

2.21 

12 

1955 

961.87 

80.15 

16.74 

1.39 

12 

1956 

970.92 

80.91 

21.31 

1.77 

10 

1957 

895.34 

89.53 

14.96 

1.49 

The  Vicarage 

10 

1949 

733.51 

73.35 

14.097 

1.4 

12 

1950 

1001.95 

83.49 

26.313 

2.2 

12 

1951 

988.04 

82.34 

27.403 

2.28 

12 

1952 

904.76 

75.39 

21.366 

1.78 

12 

1953 

1105.73 

92.14 

16.738 

1.39 

12 

1954 

1141.87 

95.15 

24.05 

2.0 

12 

1955 

1170.13 

97.51 

16.53 

1.37 

12 

1956 

1041.65 

86.8 

21.80 

1.82 

7 

1957 

686.18 

97.31 

11.31 

1.615 
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STANDARD  DEPOSIT  GAUGES  (Continued) 


Site  of  Gauge 

N o.  of 
Months 

Year 

Total  Solids  Collected 
(Tons  per  sq.  mile) 

Rainfall 

(Inches) 

Total 

Average 

Total 

Average 

SEMI-INDUSTRIAL 

23  Seaton  Terrace 

4 

1947 

287.20 

71.8 

5.479 

1.369 

12 

1948 

849.67 

70.8 

21.283 

1.773 

12 

1949 

524.41 

43.7 

14.381 

1.2 

12 

1950 

555.63 

46.3 

25.011 

2.08 

11 

1951 

565.01 

51.36 

22.697 

2.06 

12 

1952 

676.27 

56.35 

19.876 

1.656 

12 

1953 

619.12 

51.6 

15.353 

1.28 

12 

1954 

721.51 

60.12 

22.26 

1.85 

12 

1955 

568.91 

47.40 

15.41 

1.28 

12 

1956 

566.51 

47.20 

21.55 

1.79 

12 

1957 

702.57 

58.54 

18.05 

1.504 

19  Windermere 

6 

1955 

123.59 

20.59 

8.38 

1.39 

Avenue 

12 

1956 

287.78 

23.98 

22.45 

1.87 

5 

1957 

120.23 

24.04 

10.33 

2.066 

35  Tibbersley 

6 

1955 

108.57 

18.09 

8.23 

1.37 

Avenue 

12 

1956 

327.46 

27.28 

22.92 

1.91 

12 

1957 

271.48 

22.62 

19.98 

1.665 

RESIDENTIAL 

32  Malvern  Road 

10 

1948 

117.29 

11.73 

18.040 

1.804 

12 

1949 

108.67 

9.05 

16.148 

1.34 

12 

1950 

128.71 

10.72 

29.423 

2.45 

11 

1951 

146.38 

13.3 

32.34 

2.69 

12 

1952 

132.95 

11.08 

23.6 

2.0 

12  ' 

1953 

118.67 

9.89 

19.77 

1.65 

12 

1954 

161.28 

13.44 

27.33 

2.27 

10 

1955 

127.92 

12.79 

15.69 

1.56 

12 

1956 

162.35 

13.53 

22.59 

1.88 

11 

1957 

113.13 

10.28 

13.47 

1.224 

Field  23,  N.E. 

10 

1950 

109.79 

10.97 

18.450 

1.84 

Billingham  Station 

11 

1951 

136.77 

12.43 

22.13 

1.84 

12 

1952 

175.49 

14.62 

17.955 

1.5 

10 

1953 

131.33 

13.13 

11.07 

1.1 

8 

1954 

109.14 

13.64 

9.48 

1.18 

12 

1955 

182.21 

15.18 

13.80 

1.15 

10 

1956 

181.47 

18.14 

18.56 

1.85 

12 

1957 

186.43 

15.53 

17.54 

1.46 

R.C.  Church, 

12 

1954 

128.39 

10.69 

25.16 

2.09 

Grosvenor  Road 

12 

1955 

119.76 

9.98 

18.24 

1.52 

12 

1956 

145.56 

12.13 

23.58 

1.96 

11 

1957 

124.16 

11.287 

19.47 

1.77 

The  Hostel, 

5 

1954 

56.43 

11.28 

13.97 

2.79 

Melrose  Avenue 

11 

1955 

124.02 

11.27 

16.02 

1.45 

12 

1956 

181.62 

15.13 

21.43 

1.78 

12 

1957 

155.43 

12.95 

20.16 

1.68 

26  Cornwall 

5 

1954 

90.60 

18.12 

14.43 

2.88 

Crescent 

12 

1955 

201.87 

16.82 

18.07 

1.50 

12 

1956 

303.7 

25.3 

23.72 

1.97 

12 

1957 

231.75 

19.31 

20.52 

1.71 

109  Braemar  Road 

5 

1957 

71.48 

14.29 

8.25 

1.65 

231  Braemar  Road 

5 

1957 

98.83 

19.76 

8.51 

1.702 
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WIND  RECORDS  - S.  W.  WIND 


Year 

No.  of 

Months 

Total  %age 

Monthly  %age 

1949 

12 

420.0 

35.0 

1950 

12 

390.0 

32.5 

1951 

12 

446.4 

37.2 

1952 

12 

440.3 

36.7 

1953 

12 

478.4 

39.9 

1954 

12 

459.72 

38.31 

1955 

12 

273.2 

22.76 

1956 

12 

270.2 

22.5 

1957 

12 

244.4 

20.36 
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LEAD  PEROXIDE  INSTRUMENTS 
Statements  of  the  Totals  and  Monthly  Averages 
Years  1949-57 


Site  of 
Instrument 

No.  of 
Months 

Year 

Expressed  as  i 
per  100  sq.  < 

mgms.  of  SO3 
2ms.  per  day 

Total 

Average 

(INDUSTRIAL) 

Council  Offices 

10 

1949 

70.656 

7.065 

12 

1950 

104.244 

8.687 

12 

1951 

88.008 

7.334 

12 

1952 

62.852 

5.237 

12 

1953 

54.691 

4.557 

12 

1954 

123.27 

10.27 

12 

1955 

131.20 

10.93 

12 

1956 

142.17 

11.847 

12 

1957 

153.08 

12.75 

(SEMI-  INDUSTRIAL) 

19  Windermere  Av. 

6 

1955 

6.02 

1.00 

12 

1956 

17.30 

1.441 

7 

1957 

9.13 

1.304 

35  Tibbersley  Av. 

6 

1955 

7.79 

1.29 

12 

1956 

20.275 

1.689 

12 

1957 

19.657 

1.638 

(RESIDENTIAL) 

Field  23,  N.E. 

12 

1950 

11.136 

0.928 

Billingham  Station 

12 

1951 

11.706 

0.975 

12 

1952 

9.399 

0.783 

12 

1953 

9.507 

0.792 

10 

1954 

12.179 

1.217 

12 

1955 

14.307 

1.192 

12 

1956 

15.61 

1.30 

12 

1957 

14.84 

1.23 

R.C.  Church, 

12 

1954 

10.261 

0.855 

Grosvenor  Road 

12 

1955 

11.596 

0.966 

12 

1956 

10.857 

0.905 

12 

1957 

11.93 

0.99 

The  Hostel, 

4 

1954 

6.78 

1.69 

Melrose  Av. 

12 

1955 

18.965 

1.580 

12 

1956 

21.77 

1.814 

12 

1957 

20.56 

1.71 

109  Braemar  Road 

5 

1957 

8.43 

1.686 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


A total  of  63  routine  enquiries  have  been  made  into  notified 
cases  and  houses  disinfected  where  necessary.  Library  books  from 
infected  houses  are  disinfected  before  being  returned  to  the  library, 
and  a free  supply  of  disinfectant  is  available  from  suitable  parts 
cf  the  area. 


VERMINOUS  PREMISES 

Complaints  of  verminous  premises  totalled  51  including  40 
Council  and  11  private  houses.  The  infestations  were  general  ones 
including  most  of  the  ordinary  household  insects  and  none  was  of 
a serious  nature.  Clover  mites  were  again  in  evidence  on  the  new 
estates,  but  a new  insecticide  used  the  previous  year  is  proving 
effective. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

By  means  of  this  Act  very  useful  work  is  carried  out  in  keeping 
rodent  infestations  under  control.  Strangely  enough,  the  year  under 
review  which  is  from  1st  April,  1957 — 31st  March,  1958,  has  shown 
a considerable  increase  of  infestations.  Building  works  are  a custo- 
mary source  of  trouble,  but  most  of  the  complaints  were  made 
during  the  first  three  months  of  1958.  This  may  be  attributed  to 
the  bad  weather  conditions  at  that  time  with  considerable  falls  of 
snow,  which  would  cause  rats  to  wander  in  search  of  food.  The 
rodent  operator  whose  services  are  shared  with  a neighbouring 
authority  is  doing  a good  job  of  work.  The  following  is  a summary 
of  work  carried  out  with  details  of  the  previous  year  for  comparison : 


Premises  visited 

1956 

...  201 

1957 

304 

Inspections  made  ... 

...  206 

306 

Treatment  visits 

. . . 355 

455 

Premises  treated 

...  60 

101 

Major  infestations  found  (rats)  ... 

— 

1 

Minor  infestations  found  (rats) 

...  48 

114 

Serious  infestations  found  (mice) 

— 

— 

Minor  infestations  found  (mice)  ... 

...  28 

11 

Sewer  treatments  ... 

2 

2 

Manholes  prebaited  

...  320 

342 

Manhole  poison  takes  

...  16 

20 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  ON 
REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1957/58 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  herewith  my  27th  Annual  Report  on  the  col- 
lection and  disposal  of  household  and  shop  refuse  for  the  year  ended 
81st  March,  1958.  A separate  report  on  salvage  of  waste  materials 
is  attached  hereto. 

This  has  been  one  of  the  most  difficult  years  on  record,  princi- 
pally due  to  sickness  and  adverse  weather  conditions  and  we  were 
only  too  conscious  of  the  fact  that  the  dustbin  service  was  most 
unsatisfactory.  During  the  period  of  labour  shortage,  the  men 
available  made  very  commendable  efforts  to  keep  the  job  moving 
and  some  extra  reward  would  have  been  justified. 

Ignoring  the  unavoidable  difficulties,  the  foreman  and  men 
have  carried  out  an  onerous  task  cheerfully  and  loyally,  and  I would 
like  to  express  my  appreciation  for  their  co-operation. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  H.  RUSH  WORTH, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 

MANUAL  LABOUR 

The  number  of  men  employed  and  the  nature  of  their  work  is 
as  follows : — 

Foreman  1 

Mechanic 1 

Refuse  Collection  and  Salvage  of  Waste  Materials  ...  19 

Refuse  Disposal 1 

Drivers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 
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In  my  opening  remarks  I referred  to  shortage  of  labour  due  to 
sickness.  At  one  period  we  had  only  8 loaders  available,  and  as 
casual  labour  was  almost  unobtainable,  we  had  a most  difficult  time. 
To  cope  with  the  problem  overtime  was  worked  almost  continuously 
on  Saturday  morning  for  a considerable  period.  This  is  reflected 
in  overtime  paid,  which  amounted  to  £926/16/2  against  £358/13/6 
for  the  previous  year.  Details  of  sick  pay  show  a substantial 
increase,  and  this  does  not  give  the  true  position  as  some  men  were 
not  in  benefit.  On  the  other  hand,  absenteeism  was  slightly  less. 


Sick  Pay 

Absence 

Days 

Amount 

Days 

859 

(526) 

£814  5 5 
(£539  18  11) 

95 

(100) 

Wages  account  for  77.8%  of  ths  gross  cost  of  the  service. 

VEHICLES 

There  is  no  change  in  the  number  of  vehicles  used,  and  opera- 
tional details  are  given  in  the  following  tables.  The  time  is  approach- 
ing when  replacement  of  the  two  side-loaders,  Nos.  4 and  5,  which 
are  11  and  12  years  old,  will  have  to  be  considered.  As  the  district 
extends  more  vehicle  capacity  can  be  provided  by  replacing  a small 
machine  by  a larger  one  capable  of  mechanical  packing  which  would 
be  sufficient  for  a limited  period. 

A motor  mechanic  on  the  staff  has  again  been  of  the  greatest 
use  in  keeping  vehicles  on  the  road,  which  is  vital  to  the  smooth 
running  of  the  service.  For  instance,  if  a large  capacity  vehicle 
which  carries  5-6  loaders  is  off  the  road  arrears  soon  accumulate, 
as  the  small  capacity  spare  machine  is  not  capable  of  doing  the  same 
amount  of  work,  therefore  it  is  essential  to  keep  the  big  machines 
working. 


RELIABILITY 


Vehicle 

Possible  No. 

of  hours 

No.  of  hours 
lost 

for  repairs 

Percentage  of 
hours  worked 

No.  1 

2214 

187 

91.6 

(2257) 

(133) 

(94.1) 

No.  4 

1526 

308 

80.2 

(1698) 

(162) 

(88.4) 

No.  5 

2070 

271 

86.9 

(1875) 

(142) 

(92.4) 

No.  6 

2342 

59 

97.5 

(2218) 

(188) 

(91.5) 

No.  7 

2290 

93 

95.9 

(2251) 

(132) 

(94.1) 

Angle- 

999 

99 

90.1 

Dozer 

S 

(678) 

(40) 

(94.1) 
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RUNNING  COSTS 


oo 


DO 


Number  and  Weight  of  Loads  Removed  and  Miles  Per  Load 
and  Fuel  Consumption 


Wei 

ght 

Miles 

Miles 

Vehicle 

No.  of 

per 

Total 

Mile- 

Fuel 

per 

per 

Loads 

Load 

Weight 

age 

Gallon 

Load 

T. 

C. 

TONS 

GALLS 

Salvage 

149 

(200) 

No.  1 

464 

4 

0 

1856 

4547 

708 

6.4 

9.8 

(490) 

(4 

0) 

(1960) 

(4516) 

(716) 

(6.3) 

(9.2) 

No.  4 

443 

1 

0 

443 

4033 

583 

6.9 

9.1 

(410) 

(1 

0) 

(410) 

(4056) 

(612) 

(6.6) 

(9.9) 

No.  5 

608 

1 

0 

608 

5391 

646 

8.3 

8.9 

(545) 

(1 

0) 

(545) 

(5122) 

(633) 

(8.1) 

(9.4) 

No.  6 

549 

3 

0 

1647 

5434 

1385 

3.9 

9.9 

(507) 

(3 

0) 

(1521) 

(4782) 

(1157) 

(4.1) 

(9.4) 

No.  7 

700 

3 

0 

2100 

6105 

1251 

4.9 

8.7 

(658) 

(3 

0) 

(1974) 

(5758) 

(1224) 

(4.7) 

(8.7) 

2764 

6803 

25510 

4573 

(2610) 

(6610) 

(24234) 

(4342) 

Total  mileage  has  increased  on  account  of  the  expanding 
district. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  SALVAGE 


Coinciding  with  the  wave  of  sickness  previously  referred  to,  the 
desirable  weekly  collection  simply  was  not  possible,  and  during 
this  period  collections  varied  between  2-3  weeks.  Consequently, 
complaints  increased  in  proportion  to  the  arrears  of  work.  Casual 
labour  was  not  available  but  most  householders  were  understanding 
and  appreciated  our  difficulties.  For  the  convenience  of  shopkeepers 
a weekly  collection  is  given  for  which  a charge  of  30  / - per  year  per 
bin  is  made. 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

Refuse  has  continued  to  be  tipped  in  a disused  quarry  at 
Wolviston.  The  site  is  a useful  one  but,  if  a level  surface  is  required 
instead  of  using  the  natural  contours,  the  tip  will  not  last  more  than 
about  2 years. 

Negotiations  for  acquiring  a similar  kind  of  sand  and  gravel 
quarry  north-east  of  Newton  Bewley  some  2 miles  from  the  existing 
tip  are  proceeding.  The  site  is  adjacent  to  a main  road  and  excava- 
tions which  are  still  in  progress  are  quite  extensive,  therefore  tipping 
facilities  will  last  for  many  years. 
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Controlled  tipping  is  a well  established  method  of  refuse  dis- 
posal and  has  the  advantage  of  filling  in  dangerous  and  unsightly 
quarries.  The  cost  is  also  cheaper  than  other  methods  and  during 
the  year  has  worked  out  at  2s.  lOd.  per  ton. 

NUMBER  AND  TYPE  OF  RECEPTACLES 

Dust  bins  ...  ...  ...  8,859 

Privies  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Ashpits  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

COST 

A copy  of  the  Public  Cleansing  Costing  Return  supplied  to  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  is  attached  hereto. 
Compared  with  the  previous  year  total  net  cost  has  increased  by 
£1,843,  mostly  due  to  a wage  increase,  sick  pay,  overtime,  extra 
properties  and  reduced  income  from  salvage.  Transport  also  has 
cost  more,  indicating  that  overtime  working  is  most  uneconomic. 

Unit  costs  are  directly  affected  by  this  increase  in  expenditure 
but  after  taking  all  factors  into  consideration,  the  net  cost  of  £1,859 
per  1 , (KX)  premises,  which  is  about  8Jd.  per  week  to  have  one’s  dust 
bin  emptied  and  the  contents  suitably  disposed  of  seems  not  unreas- 
onable in  these  days  of  high  prices.  The  tendency  for  costs  to 
increase  is  a national  one,  and  is  indicated  in  the  returns  for  1956/57 
published  by  the  Ministry. 


APPENDIX  I 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING  COSTING  RETURN 


Item 

Particulars 

1 

Collection 

2 

Disposal 

3 

Totals 

4 

%age 

5 

1 

REVENUE  ACCOUNT. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

GROSS  EXPENDITURE: 

(i)  Labour  ...  

(ii)  Transport 

(iii)  Plant,  equipment,  land  and  buildings 

(iv)  Other  items  

9,578 

5,781 

115 

1,537 

609 

131 

11,115 

6,390 

246 

63 

36 

1 

* 

(v)  Total  gross  expenditure 

15,474 

2,277 

17,751 

100 

2 

GROSS  INCOME  

196 

1,312 

1,508 

— 

3 

NET  COST  

15,278 

965 

16,243 

- 

4 

Capital  expenditure  met  from  revenue  (included  in  above) 

— 



— 

— 

6 

UNIT  COSTS. 

Gross  cost  per  ton,  labour  only  

Gross  cost  per  ton,  transport  only  ... 

Net  cost  (all  expenditure)  per  ton... 

s.  d. 

28  2 

17  0 

44  11 

s.  d. 

4 6 

1 9 

2 10 

s.  d. 

32  8 

18  9 

47  9 

£ 

£ 

£ 

8 

9 

Net  cost  per  1,000  population 

Net  cost  per  1,000  premises  

557 

1,749 

35 

110 

592 

1,859 

OPERATIONAL  STATISTICS 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

Area  (statute  acres) — land  and  inland  water 10,663  acres. 

Population  at  30th  June,  1957  27,430  persons. 

Total  refuse  collected  (tons)  estimated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  6,803  tons. 

Weight  (cwts.)  per  1,000  population  per  day  13.6  cwts. 

Number  of  premises  from  which  refuse  is  collected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8,735  premises. 

Premises  from  which  collections  are  made  at  least  once  weekly  ...  ...  ...  ...  • 100%. 

Average  haul,  single  journey  to  final  disposal  point  (including  nil  miles  by  secondary 

transport)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ■■■  ■ nriles. 

Kerbside  collection  expressed  as  estimated  percentage  of  total  collection  ...  ...  Nil  %. 

Total  refuse  disposed  of  (of  which  nil  tons  were  disposed  of  for  other  local  authorities)  ...  6,803  tons. 

Method  of  disposal: 

Controlled  tipping  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ■ ■ ■ • ■ - ■ • • 1 00  % . 

Income  Tonnage 

Salvage.  Analysis  of  income  and  tonnage:  *■ ^tern ^ ) C'°llectecl 

Salvage: 

(a)  Raw  Kitchen  Waste  

(b ) Scrap  Metal 

(c)  Waste  Paper 

(d)  Other  Salvage 

£ 

17 

1,167 

39 

tons 

3 

144 

2 

1,223 

149 

21 

Trade  Refuse  ...  

214 

107 

APPENDIX  II— SALVAGE  OF  WASTE  MATERIALS 
For  the  year  ended  the  31st  March,  1958 


The  above  is  a statement  of  expenditure  and  income  on  the  collection  of  waste  materials  for  the  year  ended  3 1st  March,  1958. 
Details  of  the  previous  year  are  given  for  comparison. 

The  difficulties  referred  to  in  the  cleansing  report  had  repercussions  on  this  work  also.  During  the  period  of  sickness  and 
bad  weather,  collection  of  waste  paper  was  considerably  reduced  for  the  obvious  reason  that  refuse  removal  was  of  greater 
importance.  Consequently,  income  suffered  to  the  extent  of  £404  compared  with  last  year,  which  explains  the  loss  incurred. 

The  quota  of  16  tons  per  month  has  remained  but  an  increased  amount  of  55  tons  for  3 months  will  take  effect  next  year 
which  will  improve  income  if  an  effort  is  made  to  collect  the  full  quota.  This  amount  is  easily  available  and  could  be  increased 
when  the  mills  are  prepared  to  accept  more.  The  more  paper  we  recover  the  more  everyone  benefits.  To  the  paper  mills  it  is  a 
valuable  raw  material,  to  us  it  is  a nuisance  on  the  tip  in  windy  weather,  and  to  the  men  it  is  a source  of  extra  income. 

A.  H.  RUSHWORTH, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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